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I. Prospects for 

; 

XX. Premier-designate Souvanna Phouma has wide only superficial 
accommodation to pressure for "reform government.** 

i 

A. He has offered young anti-Communlsts only five seats In 14* ran 
cabinet . 

I 

XIX. 88 ambassador concludes that proposed govt "would be woefully teak stti 
basically similar to others which have governed so ineffectively 
in past.** 

A. Ambassador convinced Xa tay must be dropped and one new face added, 
making total six new faces. 

B. Ambassador believes this is best we can hope to see invested. 
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tive ant 1-Coamunist government is Laos are fadiig . 


IV. Coaaunist-doaina ted Heo Lao Hak Zat plans to vote for this or aay 
other cabinet headed by Sou v anna . 

A. They estimate Souvanna tractable. 

B. They fear coup, closure of assembly. 

V. Young anti-Communist leaders in Committee for Defense of national 
Interest have stated they will reject Souvanna ’ s offer. They have 
demanded majority in cabinet and have threatened coup. 

VI. They may back off. however, and reduce demands, since their 
bargaining power weakened by own disorganisation and isesolutics 
of key supporters - crown and army. 

A. Committee has several spokesmen Baking conflicting demands. 

B. Crown and army less eager to "impose” govt if blocked in assembly. 

C. Army chief of staff and committee member Ben Ouane found sub- 
servient to Souvanna. 

VXX. There is still outside chance that committee will carry out cons 

wlt £» ww - 2 

A. Committee looks to deputy chief of staff as^leader. 
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¥1X1. We eat last* that the Seo Lao fcak 2a t 

will p Inoat certainly win tha aa*t elections ia Laos, 
currently scheduled for laeodwr lfM, unless there are 
drastic changes ia the leadership, organization and 
effectiveness of the conservatives. 

A. There is currently little indication that thane necessary 
changes are imiaeat. 
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